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Limehouse Re-opening Rally
lllbekend May 28-3O at Limehouse Basin

The masts ofyacbts among tbe narroubodts and, cruisers on tbe ralb: moorings.
Comary LYTsarf is in tbe backgrouncl.

Pboto: 14ike Steuens

On the late Spring Bank Holidal. weekend,
there q.'as a rally at Limehouse to celebrate the
final full re opening of the Basin after
construction works for the new road tunnel
under the basin had closed first one, then the
other, entrance from the canal s.vstem. The rally
vu'as organised bv the Limehouse Co-operative, a
local group set up to monitor and campaign over
matters concerning the redevelopment of the
Basin and surrounding area. London IWA had
assisted with advice from Libbv Bradshaq'and
Ron Bingham,

Although the event haci been long-pl:u-rned for
that panicular weekend, the usual uncenainties of
lnv construction proiect meant that il was not
known until very close to the actual event exactly
vr'hat land space u'ould be available, so some of
the largcr-scale activitics rl'ere shelved.

The information sent out to boaters made it
cle'.r that the main focus of activities vr'ould be on
the Sundarl so the editorial battle-v'agon ,Felrs

Catus II left Little Venice at about l1am on

Saturda_v and had a fairlv slo*'run don'n the locks
behind other Rally'bound traffic. We arrived in
the Basin just after 5pm to find an interesting
gathering of boats. Eventually there must have
been about 40 in all. Nearlv half of these q,'ere

narrowboats and most of the rest were cruisers,
including some that had come up from the
Medwa): one of them big enough to invite the
description 'motor yachtl There were also two
Dutch Barge conversiors and rwo cruising yachts.
The moorings were on the new wall of the Basin
alongside the roof of the tunnel, which formed a

sandv'beach'where the marquee was placed.

The first thing some of us do at any Rally is to
collect our plaque. This one was a poser; round
and double-sided, more like a medallion, but n'ith
no hole to ake a ribbon, We still haven't decided
how to mount ours! Ron and Olive Bingham gave

out the boaters' information sheets, in \\'hich a

casual comment of mine that a cruise round rhe
Bow Back Rivers would be a good idea had been
transmogri-fied into a lrm plan, with me rLs l-Jdcrl
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From the Region Chairman- Mike Stimpson
,NATIONALS'

THIS YEAR AND TO COME
Here we all are, safelv back in London after 1'et

another successful National Whterways Festival. The
waterway that we were on at Peterborough made an
interesting change, although I personall.v will never
grumble agaln at a BVB lock. I am sure that all of
vou n'ho n'ent had a most enjovable time and I
would like to take this opportunitl' to thank on the
Region's behalf all our members who helped, both
with the National effort and with the London
Branch stand there.

'\!'e now face up to next year's National, which is
just outslde our area at Waltham Abbe_l: As vou u'ill
have read in the last issue of Excalibur. volunteers
are required now to help with the event. Although
the long term discussions with the relevant
authorities have been going on for some time, we
are now at the stage where committees have been
formed and seats need to be filled. Nearer the time.
of course, we shall need lots of volunteers to help
over the weekend itself, but at the presenr we are
looking for people to assist with long,rerm
administration.

The 1994 event will. in fact be held on the
territory of the SE Region and it will be sometime
before the National comes our way again. \X/e hope
to make a bid to have it in the London Region and
Ian Ferguson is activelv looking at potential sites
which we mav recommend to National Waterwavs
Festivals for consideration.

SOCIAL MEETINGS
Betq..een now and next Summer we will be

holding a series of mee tings at Hazelmere Marina in
Valtham Abbey on the first Tuesda,v of the monrh,
following the successful pattern n'hich led to the
formation of our Middlesex Section. The Outer
London meetings which have been held over the
last two years to supplement the Central London
meetings have met mixed results. Some r,'enues have
not proved popular with vou, the membership,
whereas others hal.e been far more successful. I
hope that members in the NE of London will
attempt to make a regular note in therr diary on the
first Ti-resday of every month. Why not bring your
friends with vou?, Details of the first few of these
meetings are on pages lJ 1i.

May I take this opportunitv to remind _vou that
manv of _vour committee members spe nd a lot of
time orElanising the social meetings, and very often
are trf ing to think up 1'et another new idea for an
evening. In addition to your membership of the
IWA vou ma_v v"'ell belong to another group or
groups and be able to lnput some ideas: *'e would
be glad to hear from you, especiall_v if vou har.e a
subject on which vou are willing to talk.

HOW MANY I.IATS CAN ONE WEAR?
Returning to the subject of the Peterborctugh

National, it might be wrong to menrion some
people and not others, but I would particularly like
to thank the London Region Secretar)., the London
Branch Treasurer one ofthe London Branch Sales
Officers and the Mooring Manager for the 1994
National for all the work put in not only at Peter-
borough but at all the events the Branch Stand has
attended this 1.ear-well done, Rosiel Yes, the four
positions are all held bv the same person, which
leads me to the point that this is not uncommon
and, n'hilst no individual task is overwhelming in
itself, adding three or four hats together can
sometimes burden an individual. I know this is a
common plea, but we would be grateful for
members to come forward with offers to help with
some of the committee work-it is your s'aterwavs
we're trvipg to look after.

CANALVT'AY CAVATCAD E AGAI N
Finall_v a repeated n'ord of thanks to Libb,v

BraGhaw and the Canalwav Ca'"zlcade team. I was
just in time to congratulate them in the last
Ercalibur(rhere is alwa_vs a gap between sending off
one's input to the Editor and the final document
arriving on your doorstep), but at that stage it was
not clear quite how successful the event had been.
Naturally anv event has minor hiccups and part of
the measure ofsuccess is how efficientlv the team
deals with any problems that arise. This year a major
problem arose at an early suge when we learnt that
we had lost the help of a previously very important
sponsor. There was the possibility of a successful
event being held but being a financial loss. I am
pleased to say that this potential disaster did not
occur, thanks to additional necessarv hard work
being put in by the team.

THAiIKS
Being _vour Region Chairman means that I am the

Region's representative on IWA National Council.
Howe\''er, once there, .vou end up wearing a number
of other hats (we're back to that one againl) which
means that the running of the Region and its
Branches and Sections is very dependent on the
hard work of the members of all the committees
which make up the Region. Despite the trauma of
birth and inevitable growing pains, things seem to
be running smoothlli thanks mainly to the efforts of
all those committee members. Again I would like to
thank them all on ,vour behalf and again to ask if any
of you would like to join the happ_v team. (lJ/e are
happ_v; honestl)

AND FINALLY, . .

. . . as we approach the winter meeting season, I
look fornard to mee ting as many of vou ';s possible.
I shall ceruinly attend most, if not all. of rhe
Hazlemere Marina meetings, the majoritv of the
Middlesex Section meetings and will tn' rc get ro lr-s

many of the S.E.London, Crovdon and Central
meetin€as as possible.
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'Waterwavs For Youth

Did you go to the NationalWaterways Festival
at Peterborough?

Waterways for Youth did, and hundreds
of younger members entered the passport
scheme. 

, i

They collected their passports from
Waterways For Youth and found that they
could try lots of waterway activities, and that
they didn't have to pay to try them!

There were traditional canal painting, knot
tying, digger driving, an Inland Shipping quiz
and many other activities on offer.

Those people who completed most of the
activities won a Waterways for Youth Baseball
cap and a goodie bag.

Waterways for Youth has been at many IWA
events this year, and will be at many of the IWA
events next year. You can find out which
events by looking in SMALLSWORD.
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P c o W L E Y o H A c K N E Y

D A R T F o R D W A E R T Y

K J D H F D N S M A P N o U

P L E D z X c D V N B G N M o
U o E G I E U o Y T S R E W

T X P c D N A T S N D c F G H

N c B X G z L K z R J H L

E V B R N N R T M o W o E R L

Y P o U E B o Y T S o K A

A S D L F D G V Y N H S c J H

c X S L o U G H E E z I L K X

V I B N M N o E W L W E R T U

H G F D S A P o S T I U Y A

J B K K R A P A R o T c V

W o o L W c H L z X c V B

R W E W o M c H T E B M A L N

Wordsearch Pazzle
Can you find all

these places on
London's
Waterways in
this wordseach
puzzle?

BOW
CAMDEN
CHISWICK
COWLEY
DARTFORD
HACKNEY
ISLINGTON
LITTLE VENICE
LAMBETH
LONDON ZOO
KINGS CROSS
PADDINGTON
PUTNEY
SLOUGH
UXBRIDGE
VAUXHALL
VICTORIA PARK

WEYBRIDGE
WOKING
WOOLWICH

lf you can find them fill in your name and address and send the completed
wordsearch ouzzle to us.

The f irst two correct answers out of the hat on November 21st will win a prize.

Send your puzzle to: Wordsearch, c/o lan Ferguson, 58 Blurton Road, Clapton,
London E5 ONJ

Don't forget to post it!

Name:

Town:...

County:

Have you got a Brother or Sister? Why not ask your Mum or Dad to photocopy
this page so that your Brother or Sister can enter the competition as well?
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On the Metreau
News and Gossip of London's lllhterways

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
IWA needs more membe rs. At National level.

Ulick Palmer (Chairman of S!fl Region) has
been appointed as Vice Chairman of the
Association and has been given special
responsibility for membership. Branches have
been asked to appoint a Recruitment Officer,
who need not be the same person as the
Membership Secretarv n'hose job is to with
people who alread_v belong. Vatch this space
for our Branch appointment in this new and
important capacity.

MOORINGS AVAILABLE
St Pancras Cruising Club has some non-

residential moorings (for boats up to 42ft)
available at their base at St Pancras Basin.
Anl,body interested is invitecl to contact
Roger Squires on 071-232 0987. V/hich
reminds me that the towpath telegraph tells me
that Roger's boat Squirrel has recently been
fitted with the new Ostec design of low-wash
bovu'. Keep an e1.e out for it and see if the design
lives up to its intention; pe rhaps Roger will tell
us about it q'hen he's had it long enough to
have formed a viem

200 cruB
Have you joined the London Branch 200

Club? For onl.v 51 per month, you vr'ill be
included in a draw which takes place six times
a year, with cash prizes. Contact Sue Blake or
Doroth,v Robbie (phone numbers on page 2).

APRIL \(/INNERS
560 No.229 Mr E Heron Morden
530 No.209 Mr T P O'Hare Heathfield
515 No.5(r Ms R Limming Uxbridge
S15 No.253 Ms NI Waters Wanstead

M IIE-POST APPEAL UP-DATE

Jennifer Thomas writes: 'ln case you're
wondering-ves! The Milepost Appeal did
reach its target of 54,000, so all the missing
mileposts will be replaced in the bicentenary
1.ear (see especially nos 93 at Brentford and
87 at Common Moor Lock). Since Canalu'ay
Cavalcade, the Appeal has been ettentwbere,
reaching its arget at the Bulbourne weekend
inJuly Currentll'the foundrir in Northampton
is casting, and the posts will be put on the

working pair Bletcbley and Argus at Stoke
Bruerne on Monday 20 September for their
journey to Marsworth where BW l,'ill paint and
install them.

-Man1' of you will knoq' that a map of the
Grancl Union which adorned the illuminated
cavalcade was commandeered and became
our stzr attraction; a Grand union Line of
Pennies. It will make its final appearance at the
National (again illuminated). so look out for
the Mileposts,'

TONDON AFLOAT 1994
Look but for this title. We plan to use it a lot

next year. It will start off as the theme for 199'i's
Canalway Cavalcade in Ma-v Then w'e hope to
use it to label a whole range of events in the
couple of n'eeks before and after the National
Whterways Festival at Waltham Abbe.v over the
August Bank Holiday weekend. The suggestion
is that we publicise these to boaters on their
way to and from the 'National' and offer them
the opportunit.v of joining in. Plans, as )'et, are
at an earl,v stage, but Branch and Region Com
mittees are considertng a proposal to make
some sort of plaque or certificate available for
people taking part in more than a stated
number of events. The proposal envisages
events under the 'London Afloat' banner u'ill
not all necessarily be organised bv I\!'A but
might well include events organised b-v other
bodies. All suggsestions $/ill be most welcome,

BOW BACK RIVERS
At a recent meeting of the Lower Lea

Proiect, -vour Editor was in the group u,'ho
we re shown plans for tlr,-o footpath
improvements in the area, both of u'hich are
scheduled to take place during the current
financial year. The first is the Long Wall path
(not actuall-v a tov!'path) beside AbbeY
Creek/Channelsea River between Prescott
Channel and the Northern Outfall Sewer. At
this point it will connect with the other path,
which is the next stage of the improve ment of
the footpath along the top of the Sewer
embankment. This stage will go from the A11

some way beyond the Channelsea River.
Meanwhile, the Northern half of the 'navigable
loop' of the Back Rivers having been dredged,
a bid has been lodged for funding to ciredge
the Southern half.

I2
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Tuesday 5th Spm

Tiresday 12th 8pm

Thursday 14th 8pm

'Weekend 16th/17th

Sunday 17rh 2.3Opm

Tuesday 19th 8pm

Vednesday 2Oth 8pm

Thursday 21st 7 for 73Opm

Veekend 23rdl24th

I,OI\IDON I'S9A:
LEEGROUP

I,ONDONI'WA:
MIDDLESEX
SECTION

CHELMSFORD I\7A

I,ONDONIWAWITH
.I,ONDONVALKS'

HERTS I'WA

I-ONDONIWA:
CROYDON

IONDONI'WA:
CENTRALI,ONDON

LONDON \7RG

NOVEMBER 1993
Tuesday 2nd Spm

'$(reekend 6th/7th

Sunday 7th 2.30pm

Tuesday 9th 8pm

Thursday 11th 8pm

SOCIAL MEETING at Hazelmere Marine,
Highbridge St, $Taltham Abbey (off Station Road).
Speaker: Michael Stimpson: Tbe uork of tbe IWA.
Contacr: Mike Srimpson (0923'77 0425).

SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon Canal Club,
\Waterloo Road. t xbridge.
Speaker: Bob Bossine: Steam Engines.
Contact; Alison Struckett (O344-7,- 4228)
At AEU House, Prrmrose Hill, Chelmsford.
Speaker: John M organ: Tbe Riuer Mecluay.
Contact : Molly Beard (07O2-55J392)
LONDON DOCKLANDS NARRO\rBOAT
GAIHERING at Canary Quay. Contact: Rav Bowern,
Streethay Wharf, Lichfield. (0543-414808).

GUIDED \flALK ON THE NE!(/ RIVER: MANOR
HOUSE TO HIGHBURY Meet at Manor House tube
sation. About 2 hours. 54 (Concessions 53)
Contzct Dr Michael Essex-Lopresti (081-882 1337)
tr4eeting at Hatfield Cricket CIub, Ascots Lanne,
Velwyn.Garden Cit).. Speaker: Colin Eastmen:
Grand'Lhion 2 O0 Birt bd.ay.
conuct Greta wright (0127-860137)
SOCIAL MEETING at the Ship Inn, High Street.
Croydon (Just South of the central pedestrian area:
10 mins walk from either East Croydon or West

Crovdon BR). Speaker: Mike Stevensr Tbe B.C.N.
Contact : Mike Sievens (0 8I-674 9J 87)

SOCIAL MEETING at Abbe.v Community Centre,
34 Grear Smirh St, SwlP 3BU. Speaker: NigelSadler:
tYaterwals of tbe Middle East.
Contact: Tim Lewis (081-t3O1926)
Dig on the Ipswich and Stowmarket Navigation.
Conuct: Tim Lewis (081 sJ0 -926)

SOCIAL MEETING at Hazelmere Marine,
Highbridge Sr, waltham Abbey (off Station Road).

Speaker: Brian Daubnev: Tbe House Mill Project.
Conuct, Mike Srimpson ( Oq 2 3---o1 2\1.
Dig on the Wendover Arm.
Contact: Martin Ludgate (08l'693 3266)
GUIDED \(/ALK ON THE NE\fl RIVER: HIGHBURY
TO ANGEL. Meet at Highbury and Islington tube
station. About 2 hours. 54 (Concessions 53)
Contact Dr Michael Essex'Lopresti (081-882 1337)

SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon Canal Club,
\X/aterloo Road, Uxbridge. Speaker: Doug Beard:
Restoration of Springfield Basin.
Contacr: Alison srruckett (O3 44-71 4228)
Ar AEU House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford.
Speaker: AlanJervis: Up the MontJ,.

Contact: Molly Beard (0702-5 53392)
SOCIAL MEETING at Abbey Community Centre,
34 Grear Smith St, SWIP 3BU. Speaker (subject to
confirmation): Colin Powell: Tbe Neath dnd
Tbnnant Canals. Contact: Tim Lewis (081-5307926)
Meeting at Hatfield Cricket Club, Ascots Lanne,
'Welwvn Garden City.
Speaker: Jim No rfolk: Oliuer Tfuist goes to London.
Conracr G reu wright r 0-2 --860 1.1-)

I,ONDON I'S9A:
LEE GROUP

LONDON \rRG

I.ONDONIVAWITH
.IONDONVALKS'

I,ONDONIWA:
MIDDLESEX
SECTION

CHELMSFORD I\7A

rhursday 15th 7 for 7lop- 
HN?SrtXil"*

Tuesdav 16th 8pm HERTS I'WA

t4
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Late News

EXCAL IE' IJ FT V'V' AT S AVVAFI D

E xc alib ur has w on lhe C en al and R iverboaf Tom Rolt
Award in the category for IWA Branch and Region
magazines. The judges forthe award were David
Stevenson (National Chairman of IWA), Harry Arnold
(Editor ot IWA Watemays)and Norman Alborough
(Editor of Canal and Riverboat, which sponsors the
award). Norman Alborough presented your Editor with
a 8'l 00 cheque for the Branch at the awards
ceremony on August Bank Holiday at the National
Wateeays Festivai at Peterborough.

I should like to lhank everyone who helps with
Excaliburlor lheir part in winning us this award,
particularly our printer, Richard Bird, and our type-
setter, AJan Cheal, a previous winner ofthe Rolt
Awards for his work on Parchat the magazine of St
Pancras Cruising Club.

This year the Rolt Awards category for Canal Society
magazines was won by the Manchester Bolton & Bury
Canal Socjety and that for boat club magazines by the
Dunstable and District Boat Club.

O T-H Etl FES 7-f VAL Al E,.VS

London Branch members were very much in evidence
atlhe'National'. In additionto ourown Sales Stand,
this year we had the task of staffing the booth dealing
with boat enlries for next year's Festival at Waltham
Abbey. Many thanks to those members who gave time
to hglp in either capacity.The handbill included jn our
last issue suggesting a coach-trip to the Festival from
London produced a number of responses, and two
mini-bus loads of members were taken, one each on
the Saturday and Sunday. Our Region Chairman, Mike
Stimpson there in a triple capacity : as a member of
IWA Council, as a boater and as an exhibitor in the
Trade Show.

Circumstances prevented the editorial boat F6lis
Catus //from getting lo Peterborouoh, and I should like
to thank Sue and Colin Blake who accommodated me
on F/delfor the duration at rather short notice.

Two boats, Vernon & l\,larie Draper's Cleopatra ll 
^ndthe Russoll family's Auntie Barb, competsd in the

illuminated boats event with improved versions of their
6ntries from Canalway Cavalcade. Cleopatra ll
carri6d the display of the Grand Junction Milepost
Appeal, with SOLD OUT slickers across it to denote
that the appeal has reached its target (see page 1 2 of
this issue). This was highly fancied by some of tho
spectators as the winner of the evenl, but was beaten
by the entry from the Waruickshire Youth Clubs.
Meanwhile on the Festival Camp Site, lan Ferguson
was once again in the illuminated camper competition.

'II, 
O 7.7.'A' G HAII, TJ P_ DA TE

Since the Wateyays Events pages went to press, we
have had confirmation of the speaker for the SE
London social meeting in Mottingham on 24
September. Richard Thomas will talk about the
steam-powered nafi owboal Pre s id e nt,

AA'Y GIFT-S FOFI (JS ?

Yes, we're on the scrounge again, this time for
donations in kind- lt seems strange to be thinking of
the end of the yeat akeady, but plans have to be made
a long time in advance, and two annual events are on
the horizgn which would welcome such donations. The
Branch New Year Draw needs prizes, large and small-
The Central London social meeling in December will,
as usual, include and auction. ln addition the tombola
on the Sales Stand makes a bigger profit if some ot its
prizes are donated. All these fund-raising activities
help pay for the running of the Branch and our
donations to othar waterways causes, so if you have
anything you would be willing io give, please contact
any Branch CommitteE member ('phone numbers on
page 2). We reservethe rightto decidewhich of the
three Duroos6s mentioned above is the most
appropriate for each individual qift.

While we're thinking about f und-raising, can I put in
another plug for the Branch 2o0 Club? This was
formed some years ago to help with the running
expenses of the Branch, Hire of rooms for meetings,
in particular, is an increasing expense now we have
diversified our social meetings to more times and
places each month, so if you'd liketo jointhe 200
Club (as little as €1 permonth), orto increaseyour
chances of a prize by taking a second or subsequent
stake, you would contribute to the cost of our
activities. To join, please contact Dorothy Robbie or
Sue Blake (see page 2).

AD VEFT TI S EFI S VUAA' T'ED

With the launch of Smallsword,your Editor would
dearly like to be able to print more pages in futura
issues of Excalibur. Butthis costs money. Onewayof
paying for it would b€ it we could sell more advertising
space. One of the bestways of doingthis isthrouoh
our readers' contacts, lf you, orth6 companyyou
work for, would be interested jn advertisinq in our
priz6-winning magazin6, and raaching some 2000 or
so wateruays enthusiasts, mainly in London, please
contact Robin Bishop (address & 'phone number on
paoe 2).

Originatlolt bJ' GP Grapbics Ltd, 5-9 Herfre Hitt Road, SE21 - Printed bl Leiglhton Priflting Complry). I 5 Patmer Place, '\': 8DH


